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ences which one would expect when impressions are
formed of an act committed in the midst of a large and
important assembly. A brother Prince lays the blame on
Gold Stick in Waiting, probably the 'officer on duty' to
whom the Maharaja refers. He thought that the Maharaja
was taking the wrong turning, was put right, and in-
advertently turned his back in correcting his mistake. A
Political Officer, looking on from a distance, got the
impression that the Maharaja in beginning to descend
the high steps leading to the Throne turned round to see
where he was going. A detail which neither noticed, and
which has never been recorded, is that the Maharaja was
actually struck in the back by the pole of the tent. As that
does not usually happen to persons walking forward, what
was more natural than to turn round to see what was in
the way? If two witnesses could thus give accounts
which differ from the Maharaja's own and can be recon-
ciled, it is surely equally likely that certain others, on the
watch for disloyalty, entirely misinterpreted the whole
affair, and set England ablaze with their own versions and
their own indiscretions. Those who still believe the
version of The Times correspondent will not be convinced,
but let it be said emphatically that no unbiased person
reading the records of this unhappy affair from the inside,
could, upon the evidence, possibly come to any other con-
clusion than that the mistake was altogether inadvertent,
and that the Maharaja was perfectly right when he com-
plained that the whole affair had been grossly exaggerated
and entirely misunderstood.

V

The storm took the Maharaja by surprise. He was quite
unaware that he had done anything wrong until a friend
told him next day that people were talking, and that
he had better explain to the Viceroy. Here is his letter
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